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INTORUCTION

e Elevating your outdoor living space—whether through the addition of a beautiful, custom
deck or a functional, privacy-enhancing fence—is one of the most rewarding home
improvements.

e For homeowners in Mississauga and the Greater Toronto Area, navigating municipal zoning
bylaws, HOA regulations, and local climate challenges can be complex.

e This comprehensive 10-Step Guide, brought to you by the expert team at SweetHome
Spaces, is designed to simplify the process.

e From initial concept to final inspection, we provide help and a clear roadmap to ensure your
project is built safely, legally, and beautifully, guaranteeing your new space becomes a
cherished extension of your home.
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STEP SWEETHOME SPACES’ ROLE CUSTOMER'S ROLE
PHASE ACTION ITEM
# (EXPERTICE, GUIDANCE & SUPPORT) (DECISIONS & APPROVALS)
1 DEFINE THE VISION Consult on design options, material Define the primary use, size, and desired
& SCOPE suitability, and feasibility within the space aesthetics (e.g., modern, traditional)
]
= 2Z2 Research and advise on the most current Provide all existing survey plans and HOA
o VERIFY LOCAL Mississauga/regional setback g. y p.
w = 2 . documents for review and sign-off on the
ZONING & HOAS requirements and necessary :
= proposed location
P g documentation
o
i ESTABLISH BUDGET : . Approve the final budget range and select
Provide detailed, transparent quotes for , . .
3 & MATERIAL various materials and desien options the final materials (e.g., composite colour,
CHOICE gn op fence style)
CONFIRM UTILITIES Coordinate and conﬂrm Ontario One Call Ensu.re property markers are VISIb|e. and
4 (1 800-400-2255) to verify underground provide access to the property for line
Z & BOUNDARIES e it i ki
oJ o utilities and verify property line usage marking
m —
- < SECURE PERMITS & Prepefure and submit all required technical Sign all application forms and pay the
wn X 5 drawings and paperwork for the .
2 < APPROVALS . . - . necessary permit fees
TR municipal building permit
O
- o FINALIZE DESIGN & Complete the detailed cut list, ensure Give final sign-off on the specific
6 PRECISE footings meet the local frost line depth, measurements, post locations, and height
MEASUREMENTS and confirm overage calculation of the structure
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STEP SWEETHOME SPACES’ ROLE CUSTOMER'S ROLE
PHASE # ACTION ITEM (EXPERTICE, GUIDANCE & SUPPORT) (DECISIONS & APPROVALS)

EXECUTION & CONSTRUCTIO

AND WALK-THROUGH

ORDER MATERIALS Procure and deliver all materials from

7 & SITE PREP trusted suppllers; fully clear and secure
the work site

Ensure clear access for delivery and
construction team; clear personal items
from the immediate work area

Professional digging and setting of
DIG FOOTINGS & posts/piers in concrete We use precision

Check and approve the final height and

8 SET POSTS/PIERS tools to ensure everything is plumb, level posmonlng of the posts before concrete
is set (as requested)
and properly centered
Skilled, licensed tradesmen construct the Provide feedback on ongoing work and
EXPERT BUILD & frame, install decking/fencing, stairs, and . . : . £0Ing
9 . . . confirm satisfaction with the progress
FINISHING railings using exceptional . .
. and quality of the construction
craftsmanship
FINAL INSPECTION :’:\’2 c:cotrli':igeot;i ign'ail?sl‘e'l'ﬁépa;rmit Complete the final walk-through, approve
10 & PROJECT P y P the finished project, and sign the

Apply protective finishes (stain/sealant) if

COMPLETION !
required by contract

completion documents
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be stained any color

wood grain but is still
synthetic

WOOD DECKING COMPOSITE DECKING VINYL
FEATURE (PRESSURE- (WOOD/PLASTIC FENCING
TREATED/CEDAR) BLEND) (PVC)
Higher than wood (30- .
INITIAL COST Lowest upfront cost 60% higher) Higher than wood
Excellent modern Consistent, clean,
Natural beauty and ApDearance: mimics and often bright
AESTHETICS authentic wood feel; can PP ) white; modern

styles can mimic
wood

MAINTENANCE

High Requires regular
cleaning, staining, or
sealing every 1-3 years to
prevent rot, warping, and
fading

Low Requires only
occasional soap-and-
water cleaning No
sanding, sealing, or
staining needed

Very Low Requires
only occasional
soap-and-water
cleaning; holds
color

Moderate Prone to
splintering, cracking, and
rot if not maintained

High Resistant to rot,
insects, and splintering

High Resistant to
moisture, pests,
and rot Will not

easily

the entire length of the
board

DURABILITY i . Superior performance in .
Typical lifespan is 10-15 splinter or warp
harsh GTA weather . .
years (PT) to 20 years . . Lifespan is 20-30
Lifespan is 25+ years
(Cedar) years
M -
Higher cost over time due Lower cost over time due eﬂ(")esztic\j)eStover the
LONG-TERM to recurring maintenance - .
. to minimal maintenance long run due to
VALUE expenses (stain, sealant, )
and longer lifespan near-zero
labor) .
maintenance
sy it boaras | NOTSEOTPEXTRAT | oo
REPAIR be cut out and replaced : P & P y

means replacing a
full panel section
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9B STRUCTURAL & FOUNDATION MATERIALS NOTE

The long-term success of your deck or fence relies heavily on the quality of the materials used
below the surface and for the main frame. Unlike the visible boards (decking or fence pickets),
the structural frame must withstand heavy loads, frost cycles, and moisture.

e DECK STRUCTURE
o« FOOTINGS/PIERS (FOUNDATION):

o Material: Poured concrete footings, or pre-formed concrete piers (like patio stones for
low-level decks) resting on firm, undisturbed soil. In the GTA, footings must extend
below the frost line (typically 4 feet or 1.2 meters deep) to prevent winter frost heave
from shifting the deck.

o SweetHome Spaces Standard: We use materials and depths that meet or exceed the
Ontario Building Code and local Mississauga requirements to ensure maximum

stability.
o FRAMING (POSTS, BEAMS, JOISTS):

o Material: Pressure-Treated (PT) Lumber is the industry standard. It's chemically
treated to resist rot and insect damage, making it ideal for ground contact and
framing applications.

o Note: Even if you choose low-maintenance composite decking, the sub-structure
must still be pressure-treated wood or another highly durable structural material.

e FENCE STRUCTURE

« Posts (Foundation):
o Material: Typically, Pressure-Treated (PT) 4x4 or 6x6 lumber set in concrete.
o Installation: Posts should be set with concrete extending below the frost line for
maximum stability against the wind and freeze/thaw cycle.
o Alternative: Steel Posts (like post-saver systems) offer superior longevity, isolating
the wood post from ground moisture for decades.
« Rails/Stringers:
o Material: Pressure-Treated lumber (usually 2x4s) used to connect the vertical

posts and support the fence pickets (or panels).
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o« KEY TAKEAWAY FOR CUSTOMERS

The structural material (Pressure-Treated wood) is the backbone of your project. Its quality
and correct installation—especially ensuring footings are below the frost line—is the single most
critical factor SweetHome Spaces focuses on to provide a safe, lasting structure.

SWEETHOME SPACES RECOMMENDATION SUMMARY

« If Budget is Critical: Wood offers the lowest initial investment for both decks and fences.

o If Long Time Durability is Critical: Composite (for decks) and Vinyl (for fences) offer the
best long-term value and the lowest maintenance commitment, which is often preferred by
busy GTA homeowners.

READY TO TRANSFORM YOUR OUTDOORS WITH CONFIDENCE?

e Planning is the first crucial step, but execution requires skill, precision, and local knowledge.
At SweetHome Spaces, we are licensed, insured, and deeply familiar with the specific

requirements for deck and fence construction across Mississauga, Peel, and the wider GTA.

e Ifyou're ready to move beyond the planning phase and partner with a team committed to
exceptional craftsmanship and customer-first service, contact us today.

e Letus turn your vision into a durable, stunning reality.

SweetHome Spaces | Professional. Licensed. Guaranteed.
Request a Free Consultation: (647) 299-3871 | info@SweetHomeSpaces.com
Visit Us Online: www.SweetHomeSpaces.com
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