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💰 SweetHome Spaces: Full-House Makeovers & Whole-Home Renovations GTA Budget Guide (2025) 

 

📖 Instructions for Use 

 

This guide is designed to provide SweetHome Spaces clients in Mississauga and the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) with realistic, 

pre-project budget expectations for comprehensive, whole-house renovations. 

 
1. Understand the Levels: The costs below are grouped into three renovation levels: Essential, Mid-Range, and Luxury. 

Determine which level best reflects your desired finishes and structural scope. 

2. Estimate by Square Footage: Use the "Total Project Estimate" table in Section III to get a high-level budget based on your 

home's total finished square footage. 

3. Factor in Contingency: Always allocate a 10% to 20% contingency fund on top of your estimate. This protects your 

budget against unforeseen issues common in older GTA homes (e.g., outdated electrical, hidden structural damage, 

asbestos). 

4. Initial Consultation: This document is a basis for a ballpark estimate, not a quote. The final, detailed quote will be 

provided after an on-site assessment, design planning, and material selections have been finalized by SweetHome Spaces. 
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I. Defining the Renovation Levels 

 

LEVEL SCOPE OF WORK FINISHES & MATERIALS 

PER SQUARE FOOT 

(PSF) ESTIMATE 

(GTA) 

ESSENTIAL 

Cosmetic updates throughout. Retains 

existing layout. Focus on flooring, paint, 

new fixtures, and basic kitchen/bath 

updates. Minimal structural changes. 

Standard domestic brand fixtures, 

laminate/vinyl flooring, pre-fab cabinets, 

basic stone/laminate countertops. 

$100 – $180 PSF 

MID-RANGE 

Full remodels of key areas (Kitchens, 

Baths). Minor layout changes (non-load-

bearing walls). Updating major systems 

(electrical/plumbing). 

Quality Canadian/North American brand 

fixtures, engineered hardwood/quality 

tile, semi-custom cabinetry, mid-range 

stone countertops. 

$180 – $280 PSF 

LUXURY 

Full "Gut" renovation. Significant 

structural changes (load-bearing wall 

removal, open concept). High-end, 

bespoke design and custom finishes 

throughout. 

Designer appliances, imported 

stone/hardwood, fully custom millwork 

and cabinetry, smart home integration, 

high-end tiling/lighting. 

$280 – $450+ PSF 
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II. Cost Allocation Breakdown (Percentage) 

 

A full-house renovation budget is an intricate project. This is a typical allocation of costs for an average Mid-Range to Luxury 

whole-home project: 

 

CATEGORY 
TYPICAL % OF TOTAL 

BUDGET 
KEY DRIVERS 

LABOR & TRADE 

MANAGEMENT 
35% – 45% 

General Contractor Fee, Electricians, Plumbers, Carpenters, 

Drywallers, Painters. 

MATERIALS & FINISHES 35% – 45% Cabinets, Countertops, Flooring, Tiles, Fixtures, Lighting, Appliances. 

MAJOR SYSTEMS (MEP) 10% – 15% 
HVAC (Furnace, AC, Ventilation), Full Electrical Rewire, Plumbing 

Rough-in/Upgrades. 

SOFT COSTS & 

CONTINGENCY 
10% – 20% 

Permits, Engineering/Architectural Drawings, Waste Disposal, 

Unforeseen Issues. 
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III. Total Project Estimate by Home Size 

Use these estimates to establish your initial comfort zone. The final cost depends heavily on the Renovation Level chosen 

(Section I). 

 

HOME SIZE 

(FINISHED SQ. FT.) 

ESSENTIAL RENOVATION 

(LOW ESTIMATE) 

MID-RANGE RENOVATION 

(TARGET ESTIMATE) 

LUXURY RENOVATION 

(HIGH ESTIMATE) 

1,500 SQ. FT. $150,000 – $270,000 $270,000 – $420,000 $420,000 – $675,000+ 

2,500 SQ. FT. $250,000 – $450,000 $450,000 – $700,000 $700,000 – $1,125,000+ 

3,500 SQ. FT. $350,000 – $630,000 $630,000 – $980,000 $980,000 – $1,575,000+ 

Notes:  

• These are estimates for a whole-home interior renovation.  

• Projects involving additions, underpinning, or full exterior envelope replacement will fall into the higher end or require budgets 

exceeding these ranges. 
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IV. Critical Budget Impactors in the GTA 

 

SweetHome Spaces is prepared to manage these common cost-drivers, especially in older homes across Mississauga, Oakville, 

and Toronto: 

 

• Structural Changes: Removing load-bearing walls requires an engineer, new beams, and more extensive permits 

($\$5,000 - \$15,000+$ per wall). 

• Permits & Compliance: Major renovations require City of Mississauga/Toronto / … permits, architectural drawings, and 

inspections ($\$5,000 - \$15,000+$ for soft costs). 

• Hazardous Material Abatement: Discovering asbestos (common in homes built before 1990) or extensive 

mould/mildew during demolition requires specialized, certified removal, impacting both cost and timeline ($\$5,000 - 

\$20,000+$). 

• Outdated Systems: Older homes often require full knob-and-tube electrical replacement or galvanized pipe 

replacement to meet modern code, which is mandatory during a full gut job. 
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SweetHome Spaces: General Contractors (Mississauga & GTA) 

Your Partner for Seamless, Whole-Home Transformations. 

This document is a guide only.  

The cost of your custom Full-House Makeover will be determined by your specific design, material selections, and site conditions.  

 

SweetHome Spaces provides fixed-price contracts once the scope is finalized, ensuring transparency and no hidden fees. 

Ready for Your Personalized Whole-Home Detailed Estimate? 

CALL TODAY: [647-299-3871]  

Email: info@SweetHomeSpaces.com  

www.SweetHomeSpaces.com 

BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION 

SweetHome Spaces, General Contractors  

Serving Mississauga, Toronto, Oakville, Brampton, Vaughan, and the entire Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 
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